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“Quick, grab the decoder…”
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Technology Improvement Project (2009)

• Rugged laptops and GPS units provided

• Capture data electronically in the field

• Data emailed to Washington, DC office

• Electronically incorporated in national 
SOS database



BG-BASE configured to capture data pertinent to SOS collecting 
teams .  (Fields in black were turned off.)
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Why a web portal? Some history

• Oldest SOS accession: August 28, 2000, 
ID931-DEBOLT2240, Philadelpus lewisii

• First databased accession: June 8, 2006, 
CO932-1, Heterotheca villosa 

• 2009 Technology Improvement Project

• 2016  SOS web portal goes live 



Web-based accessioning

Facilitates entry of accession data directly 
into the SOS national database by the 
collectors of the material instead of having 
this data entry occur solely in the 
Washington D.C. office.
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Web-based accessioning

• Available to any SOS partner with a web 
connection and granted access

• Interface customized specifically for the 
SOS program

• Data incorporated directly into the 
national database and then reviewed by 
SOS staff
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• Far less training needed than desktop 
BG-BASE, training can be done on-line

• On-line reporting tool more intuitive

• Web form can be accessed via tablets

Web-based accessioning
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Current Collection Summary

ca. 3000 of 21,141 accessions created using web portal



Where to from here?

- Faster searches and more search options
- Enhance data entry efficiency 

(record copy, field copy)
- Additional mapping options
- Continued data integrity checks
- Greater coordination / synchronization with other 
cooperators (PLANTS, GRIN, ???)
- Utilization of other modules in BG-BASE?
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What else can BG-BASE do?

Inventory Management
(Where is that Philadelphus seed collected in 2000?)



What else can BG-BASE do?

Seed Bank Management



What else can BG-BASE do?

Germination and Viability Testing Data



What else can BG-BASE do?

Desiderata / Requests for Material



Selected projects and 
collaborators

• Seeds of Success 

• RHS Plantfinder

• Flora Conservanda 

• RBG Edinburgh 
Multisite Search 

• BLM Recovery Plan 
Database 

• Seed Herbarium 
Image Project - 
Harvard (SHIP) 
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The preceding presentation was delivered at the

This and additional presentations available at  http://nativeseed.info

2017 National Native Seed Conference
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