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BACKGROUND

Å Landfall 

Å New Jersey-October 29, 2012

Å Record storm surge-13.9ft at Battery 

Park, New York (NOAA 2016)

Å Second costliest Atlantic Hurricane on record 

- $71.4 billion (NOAA 2015

Å Extensive flooding

Å Loss of electricity

Å Destruction of businesses and homes and 

coastal marshes from Maine to Virginia

Hurricane Sandy



Å The Hurricane Sandy Disaster Relief 

Appropriations provided $892 

million to the DOI 

Å MARSB, NEWFS and NCBG, though 

our partnership with SOS, received 

$3.2 million for a two year coastal 

seed collection program

Å Other partners include the Chicago 

Botanic Garden and their CLM 

internship program as well as the 

Plant Material Center in Cape May 

NJ as the primary seed cleaning 

facility

BACKGROUND



THE NEED FOR SEED

ÅRestoration

Å31 USFWS projects 
($102 million)

ÅRestore marshes, 
wetlands and 
shorelines

ÅCreate habitat 
connectivity

ÅReduce flood risk

ÅLiving Shorelines

ÅLimited seed resources 
for local ecotypes

ÅSpartinaalterniflora�²
recalcitrant 

ÅNational Seed Strategy

ÅThe right seed at the 
right place at the right 
time.


