SUITABILITY FOR SEED FARMING AS PART OF A
TRAITSBASED SELECTION TOOL FOR PROMOTING
NATIVE COVER CROPS IN MEDITERRANEAN
AGROECOSYSTEMS

A CASE STUDY FROM SPANISH OLIVE ORCHARDS.
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Overview

SPECIES SELECTION TOOL: BEHIND THE SCENES

1 Background

A Habitat

A Restoration goals

Approach

Results from seed farming evaluation
Forthcoming selection tools
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Background

Olive cultivation

A Olea europaea subsp. europaea

A Perennial woody crop

A Native to Mediterranean Basin

A Adapted to poor soils and drought

A Wind -pollinated flowers in April

A Fruit set during dry summer period, harvest Oct  -Dec

A Fruits are perishable, mechanically removed from trees
and taken to mill within hours

A Hundreds of varieties for microconditions of soil, climate,
end use, plantation system

A Water availability and pests are main limits to production
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