Meadow Knapweed Working Group Minutes

March 12, 2009

1) Overview:  History of working group (Andrea Thorpe, IAE)

Working group started as collaboration between Lane County, Army Corps of Engineers, ODOT, BLM-Eugene, Siuslaw Watershed Council, ODA, and Institute for Applied Ecology in Eugene area.  Group is now looking to expand to other areas in order to share information and bring in new energy and ideas.

2) Meadow Knapweed:  Biology and scope of problem (group)

a) How long do seeds last?  unknown in this species, but in related species, seeds can live approximately 8 years in the soil.

b) Is it spreading?  

i) Claire Hibler (Salem BLM) has a few sites, but they don’t seem to be increasing.  She is hoping that shade will eventually control it.

ii) Anecdotally, it seems to be spreading west and south. 

c) Mapping:  General desire to have better mapping of this species.  (Wes Messinger, Army Corps of Engineers, Fernridge) has volunteered to collate information from folks.  From Wes, “I'll evaluate what I receive for usefulness, ask for revisions to increase consistency if necessary, and see what I can do.  I'll need electronic files, I'd prefer them already in ESRI format (shapefile or coverage).”
3) Developing Best Management Practices Information

a) King County BMP useful, but group members would like to incorporate information on techniques that people have tried, but found to not be useful.  Andrea will incorporate what information she has with King County BMP and send out for review.

b) Group members also liked have a 1 or 2 page matrix (such as garlic mustard matrix) that they could hand out to land-owners.  Group started population matrix, but there are several areas that need more information.  Andrea will send out requests for information, collate, then send out to the group for review.

